In the title compound, C 13 H 10 N 2 O 4 , the nitro N atom deviates by 0.031 (2) Å from the plane of the benzene ring to which it is attached. The aromatic rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 50.6 (1) . An intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond occurs. In the crystal, inversion dimers are formed by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For the use of the title compound as an intermediate in the synthesis pharmacologically important compounds, see: Kelleher et al. (2007) . For the synthesis, see: Rewcastle et al. (1987) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer 4704 measured reflections 2209 independent reflections 1437 reflections with I > 2(I) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Kelleher et al., 2007) . The crystal structure of the title compound, (I), is reported herein.
The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 , and the intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1 ) results in the formation of centrosymmetric carboxylic acid dimers. The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) .
In the molecule of the title compound, the rings are planar. The dihedral angle of the rings Cg1(C1-C6), is: Cg1/Cg2 = 50.6 (1)°. The N atom is situated in the same plane as the phenyl ring to which it is attached.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, (I), intra-and intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds are observed. Centrosymmetrical dimers are formed by the O-H···O interaction.
Experimental
The title compound, (I), was prepared by a literature method (Rewcastle et al., 1987) . Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.20 g, 0.8 mmol) in acetone (25 ml) and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 7 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding groups, with O-H = 0.82 and C-H = 0.93 Å for aromatic H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.2 for aromatic H, and x = 1.5 for other H. Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. 
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